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Dominion Land Act requirements of 1872

In the first three years the applicant needed:       

• to be male over 18 years of age, or widowed woman

• reside on the land for at least three years, and for at least six months during

each of those three years;

• construct a dwelling of a minimum size of 18' x 24'. The first homes of many

settlers were tar-paper, log, or sod shacks (whatever material was readily available), 

of the minimum size;

• cultivate a specified number of acres. The number of acres changed 

over time, but ranged between 15 and 50 acres. 

• plant a further 10 to 30 acres of crops (again, the number of acres varied 

at different times);

• plough a fireguard to protect farm buildings



Survey was needed

The Association of Dominion Land Surveyors was formed on April 24, 1882,





Homesteaders 

were needed in 

Canada
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Who were the first residents?
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What were their challenges?



George McElroy -
N.E. ¼ 14/23/29 W4

1890



Jesse and Will Barker
N.W. ¼ & N.E. ¼  6/24/28 

W4 
1900



William Laycock
S.E. ¼ 28/23/29 W4

1904



William Clayton
N.E. ¼  36/23/28 W4

1905



Purchased lands



James Tanner
N.W. ¼  31/23/27 W4

1907



M.D. “Charlie” Carlyle
S.W. ¼ 8/24/28 W4

Purchased 1909



Frank Soderberg
N.E. ¼ 8/25/28 W 4

Purchased 1909



John Mackenzie
S. ½ 02/24/28 W. 4

Purchased 1909



Challenges face by all of these farm families:

- Lack of roads/distance from extended family

- Weather related
Drought/ too much rain
Hail
Blizzards

- Lack of immediate medical attention



What they achieved:

- lasting settlement of the area 
in the form of families who are still here

- change in the look of the countryside 
in the form of trees and bountiful crops 



How did Chestermere come to be?

• Paliser triangle

• CPR through the area in 1883

• Government gave land

• Drought conditions 



- William Pearce

• 1848-1930 born and raised in Ontario

• A surveyor; an adventurer; a dreamer; Czar of 
the West; Father of Irrigation; “Irrigation 
Crank”; visited Colorado/Utah in 1881; excited 
about irrigation; Mormons

• Became Canadian Dept of Interior 
Superintendent of Mines NWT; moved to 
Calgary in 1887 – loved Calgary

• Highest gov’t official Winnipeg to Rockies



Blueprint for Reservoir #1 Chestermere Lake 



Building lake

• Main Canal goes south within city roughly 
following the CPR line out of the city at 
about 100 Ave SE

• 28 km of canal from Calgary to 
Chestermere



• Needed a balancing pond for system

• Kinniburgh Slough, an intermittent lake, & part 
of a natural land depression ( Mr. Kinniburgh
farmed west of the existing lake) 

• This was a convenient/appropriate place  - 3 mi 
(4.8Km) long, ½ mi (0.8Km)wide – not dredged 
but considered man made





Western Irrigation District area









1901

Calgary Population – 4,091 



Immigrants from all over the 

world



1910 Calgary economy soars. 

• 14 business blocks,

• 12 warehouses,

• 8 hotels, 

• 5 schools,

• 2 hospitals, 

• Mount Royal College 

• Carnegie Library 

• Rampant speculation 



1911

Calgary Population – 43, 703 



Who were these speculators 

and investors

- William S Herron



- Who were these speculators 
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Who were these speculators 

and investors

- William S Herron

- Patrick Burns

- Alfred E. Cross



What did all people in Calgary with 

time on their hands desire? 

Recreational activities!!



What did this mean for Chestermere?

- There was a lake - constructed 1906

- People started to use Chestermere 

Lake for picnics, boating and fishing 

expeditions.

- Speculators saw the opportunity to 

make money and drew up plans.



1910



1912



Calgary Municipal Railway





1926



What did the streetcar lines mean to 

Chestermere?

- Speculators saw the opportunity to 

move people to tourist destinations -

1912

e.i. Chestermere Lake

- Plans made for a streetcar line and 

station at Chestermere near the 

causeway





In the meantime -

Rail lines were being developed

(C.P.R. – C.N.R. – and many smaller  

lines such as C.No.R. )











So!! What happened next



So!! What happened next

WWI 

1914 - 1918



1. The streetcar and station plan was 

abandoned permanently.



1. The streetcar station plan was abandoned 

permanently.

2. The train station was never used for tourists 

and burned to the ground in about 1930

















Camp Chestermere











The Calgary Herald
July 3, 1954

Jail Slated for Chestermere Lake Area





























Lakeside Greens Golf Course




