Chestermere History
By Kay Clarke 2017
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Dominion Land Act requirements of 1872
In the first three years the applicant needed:
. to be male over 18 years of age, or widowed woman

. reside on the land for at least three years, and for at least six months during
each of those three years;

. construct a dwelling of a minimum size of 18' x 24'. The first homes of many
settlers were tar-paper, log, or sod shacks (whatever material was readily available),
of the minimum size;

cultivate a specified number of acres. The number of acres changed
over tfime, but ranged between 15 and 50 acres.

. plant a further 10 to 30 acres of crops (again, the number of acres varied
at different times);

. plough a fireguard to protect farm buildings



Survey was needed

The Association of Dominion Land Surveyors was formed on April 24, 1882,
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Homesteaders
were needed in
Canada
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Who were the first residentse




Who were the first residentse

Where did they come frome




Who were the first residentse

Where did they come frome

What were their challenges?




George McElroy -
N.E. # 14/23/29 W4
1890




Jesse and Will Barker
NW.+*&N.E. % 6/24/28
w4
1900
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William Laycock
S.E. # 28/23/29 W4
1904
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iam Clayton
36/23/28 W4
1905
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James Tanner
N.W. £ 31/23/27 W4
1907




M.D. "Charlie" Carlyle
S.W.  8/24/28 W4
Purchased 1909
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Frank Soderberg
N.E. £ 8/25/28 W 4
Purchased 1909




John Mackenzie
S.202/24/28 W. 4
Purchased 1909




Challenges face by all of these farm families:

- Lack of roads/distance from extended family

- Weather related

Drought/ too much rain
Hail
Blizzards

- Lack of immediate medical attention




What they achieved:

- lasting settlement of the area
in the form of families who are still here

- change in the look of the countryside
in the form of trees and bountiful crops




How did Chestermere come to be?

Paliser triangle

CPR through the area in 1883

Government gave land

Drought conditions




- William Pearce

« 1848-1930 born and raised in Ontario

* A surveyor; an adventurer; a dreamer; Czar of
the West; Father of Irrigation; "Irrigation
Crank"; visited Colorado/Utah in 1881; excited
about irrigation; Mormons

« Became Canadian Dept of Interior
Superintendent of Mines NWT; moved to
Calgary in 1887 - loved Calgary

« Highest gov't official Winnipeg to Rockies




Blueprint for Reservoir #1 Chestermere Lake
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* Main Canal goes south within city roughly
following the CPR line out of the city at

about 100 Ave SE

« 28 km of canal from Calgary to
Chestermere
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* Needed a balancing pond for system

 Kinniburgh Slough, an intermittent lake, & part
of a natural land depression ( Mr. Kinniburgh
farmed west of the existing lake)

 This was a convenient/appropriate place - 3 mi
(4.8Km) long, 3 mi (0.8Km)wide - not dredged
but considered man made



Glenbow Archives NB-39-166




Western Irrigation District area

WATER STORAGE RESERVOIRS, CANALS AND 5
IRRIGATION DISTRICTS IN SOUTHERN ALBERTA AR S R
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1901
Calgary Population — 4,091

Bird's Eye View of Calgary, 1906.




Immigrants from all over the
world




1910 Calgary economy soars.

* 14 business blocks,

12 warehouses,
8 hotels,
5 schools,

2 hospitals,

Mount Royal College

Carnegie Library

Rampant speculation




1911
Calgary Population - 43, 703




Who were these speculators
Oﬂd iﬂV@STOrS Glenbow Archives IP-26-5-7
- William S Herron 12




Who were these speculators
and investors?e

Williaom S Herron

Patrick Burns

GChenbow Archives NA 6508




Who were these speculators
and investors

- William S Herron
- Patrick Burns
- Alfred E. Cross l |

.
Rttu_b_nu Arehives NAKLLS
3

The Brewery, Calgary Glengow Archives PA-3318-23
e

GUMMED
ADVERTISING STICKERS
MARKING TICKETS,
WINDOW SHOW CARDS.
MATCH CARDS, PUUZZLE CARDS,
CARlz PINS, PRICE C.:_lRDS.
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What did all people in Calgary with
time on their hands desire?¢

Recreational activities!!




What did this mean for Chestermere?

- There was a lake - constructed 1906

- People started to use Chestermere

_ake for picnics, boating and fishing
expedifions.

- Speculators saw the opportunity to
make money and drew up plans.
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What did the streetcar lines mean to
Chestermere?

- Speculators saw the opportunity to
move people to tourist destinations -
1912

e.l. Chestermere Lake

- Plans made for a streetcar line and

station at Chestermere near the

causeway



Incorporated Railway Proposed for Alberta, Chestermere and Calgary Suburban Ry. Co.
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In the meantime -

Rail lines were being developed

(C.P.R. - C.N.R. —and many smaller
ines such as C.No.R. )
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Canadian Northern Railway System in Western Canada, 1916

£ Atlas of Alberta Radhways, University of Alberta Press, 2005 | LA Websaa | Legal | Comtact Us
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Soll What happened next




Soll What happened next

WWI
1914 - 1918




1.The streetcar and station plan was
abandoned permanently.




1.The streetcar station plan was abandoned
permanently.

2.The train station was never used for tourists
and burned o the ground in about 1930







Glenbow Archives NA-5258-2
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The Calgary Herald

July 3, 1954

Jail Slated for Chestermere Lake Area
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1st ANNUAL
CHESTERMERE CABIN OWNERS ASSOC.

SOGGIE-DEW N 61
Jim Taylor’s - Block 4, Lot 5 N.W.
CASUAL DRESS

Saturday, July 27th, 1974

ENTERTAINMENT - DRAWS - GAMES
Cocktails 6:00 p.m. : Barbeque 7:30 p.m.
Bar .50c per drink Beef - Beans - etc.

$6.00 per Person

(includes one free drink)
Adults only - Admittance by tickets only
Bring your Lawn Chair only

(Location in case of rain - Chestermere Lake Hall)









for DRINKING
and SWIMMING







Chestermere residents
fight for year-round homes

By Greg Mclintyre

[Herald Staft Writer] 2
An association representing 300 cottage owners

at Chestermere Lake, six miles east of Calgary, is

preparing to fight local government for the right to

live at the recreational area year round.

About 30 families currently live at the lake sum-

mer and winter, despite leases with the landowner,
the Western Irrigation
District, restricting oc-
cupancy to ‘‘temporary
tenancy.”
.The Chestermere Lake
Cabin Owners Association at
a general meeting Monday
and 'a committee meeting
Tuesday decided to take a
stand because the irrigation
district has verbally approved
vear-round residence, despite
the written lease contract.

The association circulated a
questionnaire in June that re-
vealed that about 75 per cent
of cabin owners favor year-
round occupancy and about
three times the current year-
round population would move
in if allowed.

A petition is to be circu-
lated in the next two weeks
and will be presented to local
government, the Rocky View
Municipal District, demand-
ing -year-round living and an
extension of current five-year
leases to.50 years,

Cabins owners pay lease
rent to the irrigation district
and taxes to the municipal
district.

They argue that because
yvear-round residents pay
higher taxes than seasonal.re-
sidents, the municipal district
has been condoning all-year
occupancy.

Cabin owners are concerned
that a new municipal district
general plan, currently being
drafted, will mean stricter
enforcement of the ‘‘tempor-
ary” residence clause in
lease contracts.

Rocky View Reeve George
Boyack said in an interview
Tuesday that while the ‘muni-
cipal council hopes to solve
the Chestermere Lake dilem-
ma, ‘“‘there would be a lot of
head scratching hefore we'd
start kicking people around.”

Mr. Boyack, who is also
chairman of the irrigation
district board, said he intends
to get all parties involved in
the Chestermere Lake com-
munity situation together this
fall and come to some legal,
aboveboard and acceptable
solution,

If year-round occupancy is
decided upon, the reeve said
the municipality would have
to upgrade facilities for
schooling, sanitation and
other services.

At present about 14 stu-
dents are transported by bus
to school from lake cottages.

Irrigation district manager
Bill Slater said in an inter-
view that when leases expire
(most of them expire in De-
cember 1975) cabin owners
will be required to provide
pump-out type sewage tanks
before leases. will be renewed.

Mr. Slater said the irriga-
tion board would likely ap-
prove longer leases, “perhaps
in the neighborhood of 20
years."”



Chrestermere
Cabin Owners’ Co-operative Association Lid.

P.O. BOX 430
Reply to: STATION “J”
CALGARY, ALBERTA
T2A 4X7




Chestermere Cabin Owners' Co-operative
Association Ltd.

May 6, 1976
4
SECRETARY DATE PRESIDENT
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CHESTERMERE
Cebin Qwners Association
Reglatered under the Sociellas Act of Atberta

7232 - 11 st.. S.W,
Calgary, Alberta
T2V 181

March 14, 1975

Municipal District of Rockyview
207 -~ 16 Avenue N.E.
Calgary, Alberta

Attentioa: The Secretary

Dear Sir:

At a recent joink meeting of the executive of the Association
and representatives of the W.I.D., the concept of the purchase of
the Chestermere Lake lots from the Western Irxrigation District, and
the transfer of the titles to the curreant lessees were discussed
in depth.

It was the reaction of the Western Irrigation District repre-~
sentatives that such a proposal would be favourably considered by
the District, provided the existing covenant agreements were varied
or removed altogether, and the District would welcome the cancellation
of the agreement.

We attach hereto copies of the covenant agreement referred to, and
cursory perusal would indicate that in the course of time since they were
made, the terms have been more honoured in their breach than in their
observance. The covenant agreements should be removed from the lake
lots and cancelled forthwith, and replaced with a revised and workable
developmant formula.

There are only two parties to the covenant agreements, and we urge
your council, to immediately consult with the Western Irrigation District,
to vary or discharge the existing agreements and allow the Association to
acquire the lot

We have submitted a tentative offer to purchase the lake lots to the
District and a copy of the offer is enclosed herewith.

goers are the first to concede that the de > the
area surrounding the lake mus ) ¥ controlled. Should we be suc—
cessful in negotiating a purchase of the lake lots, it would be our inten—
tien to incorporate, and enter into an agreement with Calgary Regional Plan—
ning for the orderly development of the lake property.
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The Western Irrigation Dustrict

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO

THE WESTERN IRRIGATION DISTRICT REFER TO FILE Iq
STRATHMORE, ALBERTA

T0J 3H0

STRATHMORE, ALBERTA

=2 D MAIL September 2nd, 1975,

Mr, J. Peake, President,

Chestermsre Cabin Cwners Associastion,
c/o 7212 ~ 1lth Street S.W.,

(0} Y, Alberta,

T2V 1Nl

The Board has reviewad the offer to yurchase the
Chastermere Lake lots dated March 1k, 1975,

feek that it cannot

b’)

held( to the §1, Ou,O”O Cco oalo price) indefinit=ly, we hereby
sive \wQu notic= that the nrlc° of 31,500,000.C0 will be accega
212 n ol g uding December 31, 1975,

fter that time it is the opinica of the Board that
the price will have to be reccnsidered. The Board is not pre—
2

pared at this time to intimate whether or not the price will
‘rema2in the same.

T

e trust you understar
2ppraissl of the lake lots i

Yours truly,

VESTEN IRRIGATION DIST?:£

s -

mjk M. J. Hernaghan (lirs.)

“ecretary.










Lakeside Greens Golf Course







